Save the Outer Banks

Today, oil and gas companies — and their champions in the North Carolina General Assembly — are renewing their push to drill off our shores. In fact, our lawmakers recently passed a bill that calls for drilling off Cape Hatteras, which is home to more marine life than most places in the world, and the rest of our beaches. We're redoubling efforts to keep the Outer Banks rig-free.

Our barrier islands, under siege

From Cape Hatteras to Ocracoke to Cape Lookout, the Outer Banks are among the nation’s most famous beaches. 

Drawing more than 7 million visitors every year, the Outer Banks and the rest of our barrier islands give us a chance to swim, fish, surf, or catch a glimpse of hatching sea turtles. They also support a thriving fishing and tourist economy.

A renewed push to drill off the Outer Banks

With support from members and supporters, Environment North Carolina helped win temporary protections for our coast from offshore drilling in 2011. But now oil and gas companies and their champions in the General Assembly are renewing a push to drill. 

They have their sights set off the coast of Cape Hatteras, home to more marine life — including sea turtles, dolphins, and whales — than most places in the world. Ancient deepwater coral reefs off of Wrightsville Beach may also be a target. Given the BP disaster, these are the last places we should allow drilling.

There are some places just too precious to drill. If enough of us come together, we can protect the Outer Banks for future generations.
Gov. Perdue vetoes "rush to drill"

In June 2011, at the urging of Environment North Carolina and allied groups across the state, Gov. Bev Perdue vetoed the pro-drilling Senate Bill 709.

The bill, introduced on the anniversary of the Gulf spill by Sen. Bob Rucho, promotes opening North Carolina's Outer Banks and the rest of our fragile coastal areas to oil and gas drilling.  
The governor's veto was an important milestone. But the bill’s proponents could still push for the measure in 2012. In the coming months, Environment North Carolina will redouble efforts to defeat this legislation and help protect the Outer Banks for good.

Save the Blue Ridge Parkway

In the last session, the General Assembly cut land conservation funds by 85%. It also prevented the state from purchasing threatened land along the Parkway. We're urging our leaders in Raleigh to reverse course and protect our Blue Ridge landscapes.

General Assembly guts key protections

The Blue Ridge Parkway brings millions of visitors to Mt. Mitchell, Looking Glass Falls and some of the country's most beautiful vistas. But last year, the General Assembly cut critical preservation funds by 85 percent and stopped key programs from protecting Blue Ridge scenery that runs along the Parkway

At stake: breathtaking Parkway views

Driving the Blue Ridge Parkway feels like a trip through a national park, just what its creators intended 75 years ago. We have state conservation efforts partially to thank for the incredible views — since 1986, the state has preserved vulnerable land for future generations.

But this legacy is at risk: Two-thirds of the land that surrounds the Parkway is vulnerable to logging, poorly-planned development and other harms. With state preservation funds run dry, priceless landscapes hang in the balance.

A legacy on hold

North Carolina has a long-standing history of preserving treasured landscapes for present and future generations to use and enjoy. In 2007 and 2008, your activism and our advocacy helped win unprecedented funding increases for preservation programs, which created Grandather Mountain State Park, Chimney Rock State Park and others.

When the General Assembly slashed preservation funds last year, they put that legacy on hold. Worse, they included a special provision in the budget to prevent the state from acquiring threatened land along the Parkway.

Offshore Wind for N.C.

North Carolina has more potential for offshore wind than any Atlantic state.  Combine that with our world-class research institutions and existing green energy incentives, and North Carolina can chart a clean energy future, with offshore wind at the forefront.

North Carolina’s wind blows strong 

The winds off North Carolina’s coast powered the Wright Brothers’ first flight in 1903, and they’ve been going strong ever since. In fact, just over 100 years after the first flight, converting just a fraction of the winds off our shores to energy could provide all of North Carolina’s energy needs. 

North Carolina moving backwards on energy?

Despite our enormous potential for offshore wind energy, too many in North Carolina’s General Assembly are focused on the energy sources of the past — which pollute the air and water and could threaten our beaches with devastating toxic spills. Republican legislators are pushing onshore and offshore drilling and eschewing clean energy sources like offshore wind in their so-called ‘Energy Jobs Act

North Carolina can make history, again

The Wright Brothers’ took a giant leap forward when they took off at Kitty Hawk 108 years ago. North Carolina has an enormous opportunity to do the same with offshore wind, making our state not only “first in flight” but “first in wind.” 

Last summer, Gov. Perdue vetoed a bill that focused on dirty energy sources in part because it did nothing for clean energy in North Carolina. Instead, she created the Offshore Wind Economic Task Force to examine how to best promote offshore wind in our state. Now is the time for the General Assembly to follow the Governor’s lead and focus on North Carolina’s energy future, not on energy sources of the past.

Don't Frack N.C.

The General Assembly has voted to lift some restrictions on “fracking,” the dangerous form of natural gas drilling that could pollute the Deep River, Jordan Lake, the Eno and other treasured waters. But there’s still time to stop it from happening.

The fight is just beginning

Out-of-state companies have already bought upwards of 9,000 acres to drill in Chatham, Moore and Lee counties, and the General Assembly has created a polluter- friendly commission to pave the way for the controversial drilling practice—as early as 2014—over the objections of thousands of North Carolinians, local elected officials and even Gov. Bev Perdue.

But the fight is just beginning. Fracking can’t begin until lawmakers lift North Carolina’s moratorium. With your support, we’ll make sure our legislators maintain our drilling ban and protect our valued waters.

Across the country, fracking has damaged landscapes and polluted the air while resulting in more than 1,000 suspected cases of drinking water contamination.

Protecting farmland, the Deep River and more

"Fracking," shorthand for hydraulic fracturing, is the process by which water, sand, and toxic chemicals are injected into wells to fracture the surrounding rock and extract shale gas.

In addition to threatening water supplies, fracking jeopardizes the birding trails, nature preserves, farmland and treasured waterways — like the Deep River — that make Chatham, Moore and Lee counties so special.

That's why Environment North Carolina is calling for the moratorium on fracking not to be lifted—to protect these rural landscapes, and the rest of North Carolina, from this risky new drilling practice.

